The telemedicine network of the People's Liberation Army.
In the early 1990s, the People's Liberation Army began to establish a telemedicine network for the non-emergency health-care of the personnel of military units and their families, as well as local civilian patients. All data were transferred over the ordinary telephone network. All the stations were uniformly equipped with PCs containing videoconferencing cards. The network comprised 13 management centres and 208 teleconsultation stations. To evaluate the telemedicine service, we conducted a survey with written questionnaires and telephone interviews. The questionnaire was sent to the person responsible for each telemedicine station. A total of 187 questionnaires were returned, a response rate of 85%. The survey showed that 1503 teleconsultation sessions had been conducted for military as well as civilian patients during the 18-month study period, and 1708 static images had been transferred across the network during these sessions.